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DR. TERERAI TRENT
Zimbabwe

Dr. Tererai Trent is a scholar, humanitarian, motivational speaker, 
educator, mentor, and founder of Tererai Trent International. Tererai
grew up in a cattle-herding family in rural Zimbabwe, where she 
dreamed of getting an education, but was married at a young age. She 
taught herself to read and write from her brother’s schoolbooks. 
Today she is one of the most internationally recognized voices for 
quality education and women’s empowerment and Oprah’s “All-Time 
Favorite Guest.

https://tererai.org/index.php/her-story
https://twitter.com/TereraiTrent
https://www.instagram.com/tereraitrent
https://www.facebook.com/TereraiTrentInternational

http://www.francinebeleyi.com/ADIPWE
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ELISABETH S. MORENO 
Cabo Verde

Elisabeth S. Moreno is Vice President & Managing Director at HP. 
Elisabeth has a vision of using technology to assist in 
entrepreneurship and women empowerment in Africa. She was the 
managing director of Lenovo France before HP. 
Her goal is to build and lead successful multinational organizations 
and deliver strong performance. She brings her full self to her work 
with passion, energy and enthusiasm.

 https://www.linkedin.com/in/elisabeth-s-moreno-2099473/
 https://twitter.com/1elisamoreno?lang=en

http://www.francinebeleyi.com/ADIPWE
https://www.linkedin.com/in/elisabeth-s-moreno-2099473/
https://twitter.com/1elisamoreno?lang=en
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THANDO HOPA
South Africa

Thando Hopa is a South African model, activist, and lawyer. She is the 
first woman with albinism to be on the cover of Vogue. While working 
as a prosecutor, she was scouted to work as a model. Hopa aims to 
portray albinism positively. She did not realize she was "different" 
from other people until she began school at the age of four. In 2018, 
Hopa was recognised with the 100 Women award from BBC for her 
diversity and inclusion advocacy. 

 https://www.facebook.com/thandohopapage
 https://twitter.com/thando_hopa
 https://www.instagram.com/thandohopa

http://www.francinebeleyi.com/ADIPWE
https://www.facebook.com/thandohopapage/
https://twitter.com/thando_hopa
https://www.instagram.com/thandohopa
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YVONNE MBURU
Kenya

Yvonne Mburu is a Scientist, Entrepreneur, Founder & CEO Nexakili, a 
professional network bringing together health professionals and 
scientists worldwide, which looks to promote collaboration and 
accelerate the availability of innovative medicine in Africa. Mburu is a 
co-founder and co-president of the French-African Foundation, as well 
as a member of the Presidential Council for Africa.

 http://nexakili.com/
 https://twitter.com/ymscientist
 https://www.linkedin.com/in/yvonnemburu

http://www.francinebeleyi.com/ADIPWE
https://twitter.com/ymscientist
https://www.linkedin.com/in/yvonnemburu
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CIIRU WAWERA WAITHAKA

Kenya

Wanjiru Waweru Waithaka is a creative serial entrepreneur.
After 10 years of running Amber Africa and realising her passion for 
design and manufacturing, Wanjiru realised the need to create the 
first global children's brand from Africa. Funkidz Limited is an 
innovative children's brand that designs and manufactures products 
targeting children from age 0-16 years. Wanjiru believes she can be 
part of a positive change in Africa for young entrepreneurs.

 https://twitter.com/CCiiru
 https://www.facebook.com/ciiru.waweru
 https://www.linkedin.com/in/ciiru-waweru-5642688b

http://www.francinebeleyi.com/ADIPWE
https://twitter.com/CCiiru
https://www.facebook.com/ciiru.waweru
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ciiru-waweru-5642688b
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ANNE-MARIE DIAS BORGES
Cabo Verde

Anne-Marie Dias Borges is TV Presenter and Producer at BBC. She is 
ex-chief information officer at Africa24 and passionate about 
children's and women's rights and Africa. When she is not on air, she 
likes to contribute to non-governmental and charitable activities, 
notably in Cabo-Verde where she has organized two successful anti-
drugs campaigns, in partnership with the United Nations.

 https://twitter.com/amdiasborges
 https://www.instagram.com/annemarie_diasborges
 https://www.linkedin.com/in/anne-marie-dias-borges-6b815b6
 https://www.facebook.com/pg/DiasBorgesAnneMarie

http://www.francinebeleyi.com/ADIPWE
https:///
https://twitter.com/amdiasborges
https://www.instagram.com/annemarie_diasborges
https://www.linkedin.com/in/anne-marie-dias-borges-6b815b6/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/DiasBorgesAnneMarie
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DANIÈLE SASSOU NGUESSO
Congo

Danièle Sassou Nguesso is a social entrepreneur and president of the 
Sounga foundation which works for better integration of Congolese 
and African women. After opening her first optical store, more than a 
decade later, Danièle is now at the helm of a paramedical group, with 
the flagship Optical Medical Clinic (CMO), present in 5 cities in Africa. 
She is also passionate about seeing fairer gender equality between 
men and women in the Congo.

 http://danielesassounguesso.website
 http://fondationsounga.org
 https://www.linkedin.com/in/daniele-sng
 https://www.instagram.com/danielesng_officiel
 https://www.facebook.com/DanieleSassouNguesso

http://www.francinebeleyi.com/ADIPWE
http://danielesassounguesso.website/
http://fondationsounga.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/daniele-sng/
https://www.instagram.com/danielesng_officiel/
https://www.facebook.com/DanieleSassouNguesso/
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BADIA BITAR
Morocco

Badia Bitar is the President of Women Entrepreneurs Association 
AFEM of Marrakesh-Safi region, Vice-President of the national AFEM 
& CEO of Palais El-Miria Riad in Marrakesh. She swapped her biologist 
blouse to become a woman entrepreneur, turning first to decoration 
and crafts to help women artisans to become financially independent 
and develop their business. Badia support women from the 
Marrakech region and nationally and is active in many associations.

 https://www.facebook.com/badia.bitar.9
 https://www.facebook.com/PalaisElMiria
 https://www.medias24.com/afem-nouveau-bureau-nouveau-programme-7275.html

http://www.francinebeleyi.com/ADIPWE
https://www.facebook.com/badia.bitar.9/
https://www.facebook.com/PalaisElMiria/
https://www.medias24.com/afem-nouveau-bureau-nouveau-programme-7275.html
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CAROLE DA SILVA
Benin

Carole Da Silva is an Entrepreneur, Presenter and Producer of Woman 
& Power show at ICI Television, ORTB, TV5 Monde, Telesud & Youtube. 
The show highlights professional, daring and authentic women. She is 
passionate about diversity and inclusion. For over 15 years, Carole 
supported over 10,000 young graduates to enter the job market, with 
more than 66% of women. She also trained more than 2,000 
employees to understand the challenges of diversity and gender.

 https://www.linkedin.com/in/carole-da-silva-a870b21/
 https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPHtl9nNk-FyZ8UqnYzof1w
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YBpvv_Hv86E
 http://afip-asso.org/

http://www.francinebeleyi.com/ADIPWE
https://www.linkedin.com/in/carole-da-silva-a870b21/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPHtl9nNk-FyZ8UqnYzof1w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YBpvv_Hv86E
http://afip-asso.org/
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HIBA S SHARIEF
Sudan

Hiba Sharief is CIO and Startup Advisor, Thought Leader, Social 
Entrepreneur & Investor. Hiba is the Chief Executive Officer of Elevoro. 
She previously served as Vice President of Information Technology at 
Oportun, a financial technology company with the mission of 
providing affordable loans to people with little or no credit history to 
establish credit and build a better future. Named one of Silicon 
Valley’s 40 under 40 in 2017, she is the Ambassador for Sudan for 
Women In Africa Initiative.

 https://www.linkedin.com/in/hibasharief/
 Source: https://hipower.org/current-members/2018/hiba-sharief

http://www.francinebeleyi.com/ADIPWE
https://www.linkedin.com/in/hibasharief/
https://hipower.org/current-members/2018/hiba-sharief
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DIANA BRONDEL
Senegal

Diana Brondel is the CEO & Founder of Xaalys. She designed the tool 
she would love to use as a parent to teach her children how to 
manage and value money. She launched Xaalys in 2017, a financial 
education application for young people. 
Diana is a seasoned finance professional, a former banker who worked 
for Societe Generale Group for 10 years before launching her fintech 
venture. 

 https://www.linkedin.com/in/diana-brondel-8b80b143/
 https://twitter.com/dianabrondel
 https://www.facebook.com/pg/xaalys

http://www.francinebeleyi.com/ADIPWE
https://www.linkedin.com/in/diana-brondel-8b80b143/
https://twitter.com/dianabrondel
https://www.facebook.com/pg/xaalys
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FRANCESCA URIRI
Nigeria

Francesca Uriri is a Public Relations and Communications expert and 
social entrepreneur. She is an Internal Communications Lead, People, 
Culture & Diversity at Uber and the founder of a non-profit Leading 
Ladies Africa, which aims at providing skills to African women 
necessary for their success. She also sits on the Board of Trustees of 
The Future Project. 

 https://www.linkedin.com/in/francesca-uriri-3a031626
 https://twitter.com/ZanyFran
 https://www.instagram.com/zanyfran

http://www.francinebeleyi.com/ADIPWE
https://www.linkedin.com/in/francesca-uriri-3a031626/
https://twitter.com/ZanyFran
https://www.instagram.com/zanyfran
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TANIA HABIMANA
Rwanda

Tania Habimana is a Co-Founder & CEO at Nonzēro Africa, an 
integrated marketing company with a focus on creating impact 
programs and enterprise development campaigns in Africa.  
Habimana is also the co-founder & television host of Tailored 
Business. The show follows the journey of the entrepreneur as she 
travels across Africa making suits for prominent businesspeople and 
personalities. 

 https://taniahabimana.com/
 https://www.linkedin.com/in/taniahabimana/
 https://twitter.com/taniahabimana
 https://www.facebook.com/TaniaHabimana/
 https://www.instagram.com/taniahabimana

http://www.francinebeleyi.com/ADIPWE
https://taniahabimana.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/taniahabimana/
https://twitter.com/taniahabimana
https://www.facebook.com/TaniaHabimana/
https://www.instagram.com/taniahabimana
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FATOU N'DIAYE
Senegal, Nigeria, Mali

Fatou N’diaye is a blogger who refuses to go unnoticed. She is 
redefining black beauty. Fatou’s outlook on beauty comes through on 
her Instagram account, where every post reflects her brilliance, 
beauty, and her African roots. She started her blog in 2007 and grew 
to the powerhouse it is today, working with multinational beauty 
fashion brands. 

 http://www.blackbeautybag.com
 https://www.instagram.com/blackbeautybag
 https://twitter.com/blackbeautybag
 https://www.facebook.com/BlackBeautyBag

http://www.francinebeleyi.com/ADIPWE
https://twitter.com/blackbeautybag
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MAGALI WORA
Gabon

Magali Wora has worked with many artists in Africa and observed that 
many African artists are talented but poorly managed. Magali’s 
mission is to train the next generation of artist managers looking to do 
things the right way. She has published a book called initiation Guide 
to artistic management in urban music in Africa in which she shares 
her wealth of experience in the profession and tools as an artist 
manager. 

 https://www.instagram.com/magalipalmira
 https://www.linkedin.com/in/magali-palmira-wora-87275334
 https://twitter.com/magalipalmira
 http://www.realblackmusic.com

http://www.francinebeleyi.com/ADIPWE
https://twitter.com/magalipalmira
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MIMI KALINDA
DRC, Rwanda

Mimi Kalinda is the Group CEO and Co-Founder at Africa 
Communications Media Group, a public relations and communications 
agency based in Johannesburg, South Africa. Mimi is deeply 
concerned about the "African" narrative, enthusiastic about Africa's 
transformation. She is passionate about giving Africans a voice to 
counter the stereotypical image people all over the world have of 
Africa and Africans.

 http://mimikalinda.com
 https://twitter.com/MKalinda
 https://www.linkedin.com/in/mimi-kalinda-6ba1314a

http://www.francinebeleyi.com/ADIPWE
https://twitter.com/MKalinda
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YEMI ADENUGA
Nigeria

Yemi Adenuga is Ireland's 1st Black Female Councillor. Yemi is an 
African business leader and role model in Diaspora, making a positive 
impact. Yemi is also the author of 'The power of THANK YOU', a guide 
to making career choices', a book which has become a training tool for 
helping secondary school students make career choices early in life. 
She distributes this book free to secondary school students 
internationally. 

 http://www.yemiadenuga.com
 https://www.linkedin.com/in/councillor-yemi-adenuga-meath-county-council-navan-md-70146a4
 https://twitter.com/sharingwithyemi
 https://www.facebook.com/yemi.adenuga.54
 http://instagram.com/sharingwithyemi

http://www.francinebeleyi.com/ADIPWE
http://www.yemiadenuga.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/councillor-yemi-adenuga-meath-county-council-navan-md-70146a4/
https://twitter.com/sharingwithyemi
https://www.facebook.com/yemi.adenuga.54
http://instagram.com/sharingwithyemi
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AKOSUA BOADI-AGYEMANG
Ghana

Akosua Boadi-Agyemang is a Program Manager at Microsoft. Her story 
became a viral hit after a LinkedIn post requesting internship 
opportunities. When she arrived in the US, she started an initiative 
called Re-Envision Africa which focuses on educating people about the 
untold narrative of Africa. This initiative highlights the story of Africa 
in a positive way away from clichés. She is passionate about creating a 
positive impact, one BOLD step at a time.

 https://www.linkedin.com/in/akosuaboadi-agyemang
 https://blogs.microsoft.com/chicago/2018/09/21/big-shoulders-akosua-boadi-agyemang-intern-at-

microsoft

http://www.francinebeleyi.com/ADIPWE
https://www.linkedin.com/in/akosuaboadi-agyemang/
https://blogs.microsoft.com/chicago/2018/09/21/big-shoulders-akosua-boadi-agyemang-intern-at-microsoft/
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NOURANE FOSTER 
Cameroon

Nourane Foster is self-made young businesswoman. She made a 
fortune by launching her Nourishka brand on the hair extensions 
market. She expanded her business in hotels, agriculture, and fast 
delivery. Convinced that no one will change things in her country but 
themselves, she is now involved in politics.

 https://www.instagram.com/nourishka_officiel
 https://www.facebook.com/NouraneFosterOfficiel/
 https://twitter.com/nourishka1

http://www.francinebeleyi.com/ADIPWE
https://www.instagram.com/nourishka_officiel
https://www.facebook.com/NouraneFosterOfficiel/
https://twitter.com/nourishka1
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KHADY CISSÉ DIOP
Sénégal

Khady Cisse Diop is the General Manager of Win Industrie.
She is on a mission to quench the thirst of the Senegalese and is 
changing her industry with O'Royal. Khady created her company, 
Baraka, first as an exclusive distributor of Tigo products and later 
joined the management team of Tigo. She left the company to turn 
around Win Industrie, a Senegalese soft drink company where she 
successfully launched the O’Royal brand.

 https://www.instagram.com/afrocadre_mag
 https://senegal7.com/khady-cisse-diop-un-genie-du-management-oroyal-qui-a-etanche-la-soif-des-

senegalais/

http://www.francinebeleyi.com/ADIPWE
https://www.instagram.com/afrocadre_mag
https://senegal7.com/khady-cisse-diop-un-genie-du-management-oroyal-qui-a-etanche-la-soif-des-senegalais/
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LEXICON

• The country mentioned in the titles of the nominees are their country of origin; we understand 
that these women might be holding other nationalities from their host countries. We’ve 
chosen to highlight their African origin for the purpose of this list

• Some of these women are not from the Diaspora and live on the continent but their work is 
both recognised in Africa and outside, helping to put the continent on the global map. 

• Europe is used loosely and include other western countries
• This list has been compiled using internet sources credited at the end of this document, 

personal inspiration and nominations from members of the public.

http://www.francinebeleyi.com/ADIPWE


ADIPWE 2020 - 20 inspirational African Diaspora Professional Women in Europe - www.francinebeleyi.com/ADIPWE

African Diaspora Professional
Women in Europe - ADIPWE 2020

African Diaspora Professional Women in 
Europe is an online forum that aims to:

• Celebrate the success of African Women in Europe (and in the western world in general).
• Give visibility to women who have achieved success in their own way but are still unknown by the wider public.
• Inspire the new generation of African Women and share ideas to fulfil their potential.
• Contribute to Africa rebranding and development by identifying opportunities to transfer the vast amount of 

knowledge gained in Europe.

This forum is open to women of African Diaspora as well as to anyone who has a passion for Africa development.

http://www.francinebeleyi.com/ADIPWE
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Editor: Francine Beleyi, founder of African Diaspora Professional Women in 
Europe (ADIPWE) since 2011. Francine is a bilingual, French-English, Digital 
Strategist & Branding expert, Author and international speaker. She is the 
result of three cultures: Togolese, French & British and is passionate about 
the development of Africa and empowering people with digital literacy to take 
advantage of the opportunities in the digital economy.

For more information, visit www.francinebeleyi.com/ADIPWE
 Join the 350+ members on LinkedIn group: http://linkd.in/1gnU25l
 Follow Facebook page: http://bit.ly/2PRph0b
 Twitter: @FrancineBeleyi
 Instagram @Francinebeleyi 
 For further information visit: www.francinebeleyi.com

http://www.francinebeleyi.com/ADIPWE
http://www.francinebeleyi.com/ADIPWE
http://linkd.in/1gnU25l
http://bit.ly/2PRph0b
http://www.francinebeleyi.com/
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tererai_Trent
https://www.nytimes.com/2009/11/15/opinion/15kristof.html
https://www.oneyoufeed.net/tererai-trent/
https://taniahabimana.com/
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https://www.instagram.com/blackbeautybag/
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=byio1Npu5KE
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https://afropreneuriat.net/index.php/

https://www.showbizafrique.com/2019/08/02/magali-wora-la-meconnaissance-du-
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https://www.instagram.com/magalipalmira/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/magali-palmira-wora-87275334/
https://twitter.com/magalipalmira?lang=en
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mimi_Kalinda
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mimi-kalinda-6ba1314a/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/akosuaboadi-agyemang/ 
https://www.medias24.com/afem-nouveau-bureau-nouveau-programme-7275.html
https://www.facebook.com/PalaisElMiria/
https://www.facebook.com/badia.bitar.9/
http://enti.ma/ces-6-femmes-qui-vont-raviver-la-flamme-de-lafem/badia-bitar-afem-
enti/
https://twitter.com/sharingwithyemi
http://www.yemiadenuga.com/about/4583018729
https://www.linkedin.com/in/hibasharief/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/carole-da-silva-a870b21/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPHtl9nNk-FyZ8UqnYzof1w 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YBpvv_Hv86E
https://cameroonceo.com/2018/08/03/nourane-foster-cofounder-ceo-nourishka-la-
nouvelle-icone-feminine-des-affaires-au-cameroun/
https://fr.sputniknews.com/afrique/201909051042047477-
AvecAgriappNouraneFosterveutconnecterlesagriculteurscamerounais/
https://www.lebledparle.com/talentsdubled/1102026-nourane-foster-et-l-esprit-
entrepreneurial-feminin
https://senegal7.com/khady-cisse-diop-un-genie-du-management-oroyal-qui-a-
etanche-la-soif-des-senegalais/

http://www.francinebeleyi.com/ADIPWE
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